Ap Essay Rubric

8-9 essay
Contains a clear, well developed thesis that fully answers the question

Supports the thesis with substantial, specific, and relevant information

Proper balance is given for all parts of the question

Extensive coverage is given for all ideas and events

Proper analysis is used

Essay may contain minor errors

Essay is very well written and organized

5-7 essay
Contains a strong thesis

Supports the thesis with some specific, relevant information

Somewhat unbalanced for some ideas and events

Some analysis is shown

May contain errors that do not seriously detract from the quality of the essay

Has acceptable organization and writing

2-4 essay
Contains a confused or undeveloped thesis

Little analysis shown

Provides few relevant facts

Imbalanced treatment of time periods

May contain major errors

May be poorly organized and/ or written

0-1 essay
Lacks a thesis or simply restates the question

Demonstrates an incompetent or inappropriate response

Has little or no understanding of the question
May contain substantial factual errors

Is poorly organized and/ or written

